Lincoln Douglas Negative Case Worksheet
As the Negative in a Lincoln-Douglas debate, you are responsible for clashing with the affirmative case as well as presenting your own case negating the resolution.  This makes your first constructive speech very important as it both establishes your position and finds fault with the affirmative.  Your clash with the Affirmative is, of course, unscripted, but your negative case is prepared exactly like one would present an affirmative case.

I. Introduction (catch our attention . . . work us into the speech much like a platform speech) Opening philosophy is usually a short quotation, illustration, or line of reasoning that introduces the main philosophy of your case.

II. State your opposition to the resolution.  

Today, I stand in firm negation of the resolution (state the resolution word for word)
III. Provide definition for terms you think may be unclear.   If the affirmative offered fair definitions it is ok to accept their definitions.  You need to say, the affirmative has provided fair definitions, I see no need to redefine.  However, if you need to change some of them say – I would like to redefine the following words: 
IV. State the value you plan to uphold in the debate round. (Provide evidence and analysis why your value is important).

V. State your criterion

(Give the judge a standard with which to measure values and decide which one is more important)

VI. Contention #1.  Explain your first claim against the resolution.  Offer data/examples/reasoning to support your claim and explain how this claim proves the superiority of your value by using your criterion.
VII. Contention #2 Explain your second claim against the resolution.  Explain how this claim proves the superiority of your value by using your criterion
VIII. Contention #3 Explain your third claim against the resolution.  Explain how this claim proves the superiority of your value by using your criterion.
IX. Summarize your case and conclude.
After you present your negative case (it should last 5 – 5:30 minutes), you will spend 

the rest of your speech time refuting (or arguing against) the affirmative case!

