Public Forum Debate Case Outline

Before you begin your speech briefly thank the judge and your opponent for providing the opportunity for this important debate. 

I.  Engage With an Attention-Getter.

The attention-getter is designed to intrigue the audience members and to motivate them to listen attentively for the next several minutes. There are infinite possibilities for attention-getting devices. Some of the more common devices include using a story, a surprising statistic, or a quotation. Whichever you choose, be sure that your attention-getter makes sense to the case and that it is explained.

II.  Provide a Resolutional Analysis.

Say the precise wording of the topic so your judge knows exactly what is being debated. Provide a thesis and preview your main arguments and why the topic is important (ex. Thesis: “Antibiotic resistant bacteria are a serious threat that must be addressed immediately. Preview: “Today my partner and I will first, introduce you to a series of drug resistant super bugs and second, we will establish the cause of this life threatening trend. Through this examination you will agree that immediate action is needed to stop the growth of drug resistant super bugs.”) 
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Clearly define the vital words/phrases in the resolution and cite the dictionary or encyclopedia you used. Make sure the definitions you choose support what you are arguing – definitions matter – sometimes they decide who wins and loses the debate!

IV.  Present Contention 1.  

Introduce the claim or argument you are making (ex. “Capital punishment deters crime”). Introduce your warrant - the reason your claim is true. Offer valid evidence that supports your claim (ex. “According to the Attorney General, states that have the death penalty have less violent crime”). Explain the impact of your argument on the debate. Be sure to relate your argument back to the resolution (ex. “Because capital punishment decreases crime it should continue to be used in the United States to keep innocent citizens safe”).

V.  Present Contention 2. 

Is the claim clear? Is valid evidence offered? Is the warrant clear? (Is the piece of evidence explained, how does it apply to the resolution?) Is enough evidence offered to prove the claim? 

VI.  Present Contention 3.

Same structure as Contention 1 and 2 above! 

VII.  End the Speech with a Solid Conclusion. 

Review the main points of the case – summarize the gist of your case for the judge. Provide a final thought that refers back to the attention-getter. Ask for the win (ex. “For all these reasons, I can see nothing but a ballot in support of capital punishment”). 

