Tips for POI

PROGRAM ORAL INTERPRETATION: A program of thematically-linked selections of literary merit, chosen from two or more of the recognized genres of competitive interpretation (prose, poetry, and drama). Use of manuscript is required. Maximum time limit is 10 minutes, including an original introduction.
What you will do to become competitive in this event: 

1. Select the Program Oral Interpretation event 

2. Decide on a program theme
3. Search out pieces of prose, poetry, and drama that develop the theme 

4. Adjust or cut to about 7-8 minutes – material should be interspersed, a collage of literature.
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Place into competition book 
6. Brainstorm ideas for blocking or movement 
7. Preliminary presentation to coaches
8. Early rehearsals 

9. Compose introduction 

10. Polishing rehearsals 
Between-tournament preparation: 
1. Possible re-cutting, changing selections, or changing order of selections to improve effect or timing 

2. Possible revision of introduction and transitions 

3. Continuing analysis and rehearsals  
Hints for finding material: 

You need some prose, some poetry, some drama - or at least two of the three. Review the Literature handout for each of those sections to find resources. Since you will probably be developing a theme, search subject-indexes more than anything else to find items that fit your theme. 
