
Basics of Debate
STOCK ISSUES:  Stock issues are the 

affirmative burdens that have 
traditionally been used to show that the 
affirmative case is a good example of 
the resolution.  The affirmative must 
meet these burdens to win the round.

Topicality: Topicality is the stock issues that 
insures that the affirmative team stays 
within the framework of the resolution.  The 
topic is like the assignment for debate.  
Just like a paper for a class, it has to be on 
the topic assigned.  

Significance and Harms: Significance and 
harms deal with the importance of the 
problem.  They can be defined as the 
results that would occur if the problem 
were not solved.

Solvency: Solvency is to what degree the 
affirmative’s plan solves for the problem it 
identifies.  If the affirmative's plan does not 
solve the harms, there would be no need to 
put it into effect.

Inherency: Inherency refers to the necessity of 
action on the resolution.  For instance, if 
the affirmative team proposes that building 
landfills in the U.S. would clean up 
pollution, the affirmative would be non-
inherent because there are already landfills 
in the U.S.  Inherency is important because 
if the plan is already in action, there would 
be no need to enact it again.

Fiat: Fiat (French for “let it be so,”) is the 
assumption that the affirmative team’s plan 
is going to be put into effect.  This 
assumption avoids reducing debate to a 
question of will Congress pass and put the 
plan into operation.  Fiat is generally 
derived from the word “should in the 
resolution.” The debaters are the plan 
“should” be enacted rather than whether it 
would be enacted.

What to expect in CX 
Debate:

1. You will work with a 
partner.  You and your 
partner will decide what 
role you will each take in 
the debate.

2. You will deliver speeches 
in a way that is unique to 
debate.  The debate is 
divided into constructive 
and rebuttal speeches.

3. You will debate one topic 
all year.  This year’s topic 
is public health assistance 
in Sub-Saharan Africa.

I think debating in high school and college 
a most valuable training whether for 
politics, the law, business, or for service on 
community committees such as the PTA 
and the League of Women Voters.  A good 
debater must not only study material in 
support of his own case, but he must also, 
of course, thoroughly analyze the expected 
arguments of his opponent…The give and 
take of debating, the testing of ideas, is 
essential to democracy.  I wish we had a 
good deal more debating in our institutions 
than we do now.

--President John F. Kennedy More information on how to debate available 
here: http://debate.uvm.edu/code2001.pdf

More information on the benefits of debate 
available here: 
http://www.tmsdebate.org/main/forensics/sfl/

debate_just2.htm


