NATO (North Atlantic Treaty Organization)
Background

· Military Alliance started in 1949

· Headquarters in Brussels, Belgium

· Started to combat Soviet Union

Right Now

· International Security Assistance Force: 

· NATO lead security and development mission in Afghanistan.

· Started by UN security council in Dec. 2001

· Main goal is to establish a Afghan Transitional Administration headed by Hamid Karzai

· First just secured Kabul, but has expanded in 4 stages over entirety of Afghanistan.

· Huge problem is circulation of troops, especially in the southern region.  

· Currently attempting to build up Afghan army and National Police through training and equipment

· NATO is looking to have a military transformation, many countries in alliance don’t like to invest in NATO military capabilities, but NATO thinks it is essential to dealing with international conflicts

· Currently asks each of 26 NATO countries for 2% of their GDP

· Relations with the EU

· Looking to strengthen relations to help solve international problems, especially looking for more help in Afghanistan

· Cooperation between NATO and the EU were good during Bosnia and Herzegovina, ok in Kosovo and poor in Afghanistan.

· NATO enlargement
· Looking to add Albania, Croatia and the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia to NATO at the next NATO summit to be held in Bucharest
· NATO Russian relations are tense and the Russians want more inclusion in the Atlantic alliance.
· NATO is also looking to include Australia, Japan and New Zealand more
· Other issues

· Energy Security

· Missile Defense; call for a NATO missile defense system to compliment American National Missile Defense system, Russia feels threatened
· Cyber Defense (Estonia)

· In the News
· France is finally looking to play a more active role in NATO after being a passive, non-military member since 1966. (BBC News, 10/11/07)
· NATO policy says that any prisoners captured must be handed over to Afghanistan authorities within 96 hours.  This recently led to the unnecessary execution of 15 prisoners in Afghanistan.  However, NATO is not going to change their policy.  (International Herald Tribune, 10/11/07)
· NATO will provide equipment to help Egypt monitor it’s borders as part of the Individual Cooperation program (Associative Press 10/10/07)
· Fear that Armenian Resolution will hurt US-Turkey relations, which are key allies in NATO
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